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UEFA Preliminary Competition for the FIFA World 
Cup 26™ - Additional Competition Information. 


Following the approval of the competition format in August 2023, FIFA communicates 
additional information related to the Second Stage of the UEFA Preliminary Competition to 
qualify for the FIFA World Cup 26™. 


1. With reference to article 68 of the FIFA Disciplinary Code, FIFA has granted the 
request submitted by UEFA to cancel all cautions that have not resulted in a 
sending-off or a Suspension prior to the play-offs of the Preliminary Competition to 
the FIFA World Cup 2@26. 


2. 16teams will participate in the play-offs for the 2026 FIFA World Cup, of which twelve 
are the runners-up from the European Qualifiers (EQ) group stage. 


3. TO complete the line-up of the play-offs, the four additional teams selected on the 
basis of the interim overall UEFA Nations League (UNL) 2024/25 rankings (see the 
UEFA Regulations of the UEFA Nations League 2024/25, Article 19) are the best- 
ranked group winners that have neither qualified directly for the final competition as 
European Qualifiers group winners, nor entered the play-offs already as European 
Qualifiers group runners-up. 


If fewer than four UNL group winners can be selected, any remaining slot is allocated 
to the best-ranked of the teams, determined by the interim overall UNL 2024/25 
rankings, that have neither qualified directly for the final competition as European 
Qualifiers group winners, nor entered the play-offs already as European Qualifiers 
group runners-up. 


4. Once the 16 teams constituting the play-offs have been determined, the twelve 
runners-up of the European Qualifiers group stage will be ranked lst to 12th on the 
basis of the FIFA/Coca-Cola Men’s World Ranking issued at the end of November 
2025, and the four teams having qualified from the UEFA Nations League 2024/25 will 
be ranked 15th to 16th. 
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5. Based on the ranking 1st to 16th thereby obtained, the 16 teams are divided into four 
pots as follows: 


a. Pot 1 is composed of the top-seeded EO teams ranked 1st to 4th. 

b Pot 2 is composed of the seeded EO teams ranked 5th to 8th. 

C. Pot 5 is composed of the unseeded EO teams ranked 9th to 12th. 

d Pot 4 is composed of the unseeded UNL teams ranked 13th to 16th. 


6. Four paths will be formed each containing two semi-finals and one final: 


Play-off semi-final 1 
Play-off Path A Play-off final A 
v Play-off semi-final 2 - | 


Play-off semi-final 3 


Play-off Path B 
- : Play-off semi-final 4 


Play-off final B 


Play-off semi-final 5 
Play-off Path Play-off final 
ge ane Play-off semi-final 6 ge a 


Play-off semi-final 7 
Play-off Path D Play-off final D 
y Play-off semi-final 8 - : 


7. Each play-off path is composed of two semi-final pairings of one seeded team and 
One unseeded team: pot 1 vs pot 4 and pot 2 vs pot 3. The seeded teams will be 
drawn to play the play-off semi-final at home. Within each path, the winners of the 
semi-finals advance to the play-off final. For each play-off final, a draw is conducted 
in advance to determine which semi-final winner will play at home. 


8. The play-offs are played in single-leg Knockout matches. The UEFA administration 
compiles the fixture list for the European Qualifiers play-offs, including the match 
dates and kick-off times for all play-off matches. 


9. The draw starts with Pot 1 and ends with Pot 4. The four play-off paths are formed 
as follows: 


a. Pot 1: the four top-seeded EO teams are allocated to semi-finals 1, 5,5 and 7 in the 
order drawn. 
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b. Pot 2: the four seeded EO teams are drawn to the first available position of semi- 
finals 2, 4, 6 and 8, taking into account any applicable draw condition valid at the 
time of the draw (including countries who cannot play each other in a potential 
play-off final). 


c. Pot 3: the four unseeded EQ teams are drawn to the first available position of 
semi-finals 2, 4,6 and 8, taking into account any applicable draw condition valid at 
the time of the draw (including countries who cannot play each other in the play- 
off semi-final or in a potential play-off final). 


d. Pot 4: the four unseeded UNL teams are drawn to the first available position of 
semi-finals 1, 3, 5 and 7, taking into account any applicable draw condition valid at 
the time of the draw (including countries who cannot play each other in the play- 
off semi-final or in a potential play-off final). 


10. The winners of the four play-off finals qualify for the 2026 FIFA World Cup and 
thereby complete the field of sixteen European participants at the 2026 FIFA World 
Cup. 
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